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The Indo-European Languages
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The Germanic Languages

Old High German

Old Low Franconian

Anglo-Frisian

Old Frisian

Faroese

Frisian

Burgundian

Vandal
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thick or bathe pancian ‘thank’
thick or bathe fordon ‘therefore’

axe weestm ‘fruit’

work pine ‘friend’
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Nominal structure

* analytical language: relies on prepositions and word
order to convey syntactic structure
* synthetic language: relies on word inflections

Se peow seéced  pone cyning
bPone cyning s€ced  se pcow



Nominal structure

* analytical language: relies on prepositions and word

order to convey syntactic structure

* synthetic language: relies on word inflections

Se peow seéced
Pone cyning  séced
Se cyning seéced
Servus regem
Regem SErvus
Rex servum

(Ct. MnE personal pronouns)
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Verb structure

* weak verbs: form preterite/past ptc. using dental suffix

MnE walk > walked > walked
OE déman > demde > demed (‘judge’, cf. deem)
e strong verbs: form preterite by vowel gradation
MnE sing > sang > sung
OE singan > sang > sungon > sungen
faran > for > foron > faren



Old English period

449 traditional invasion Angles, Saxons, Jutes
1066  Norman Conquest

spoken Old English: c. 500-1100
literary period : . 600-1100
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