M&R §§63-81

Patterns

Declension

Adjectives &
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Adjectives: strong and weak

* Strong:
- Good kings (first word 1n phrase)
- The king is good (separated from phrase)
- A good king (preceded by indefinite article)
- Good! (only word 1n phrase)
- What 1s good? (separated from phrase)

- What 1s good intention without virtue? (first word 1n phrase)

* Weak:
- The good king (preceded by article)
- My good king (preceded by possessive adjective)
- The Saxons’ good king (preceded by a genitive construction)

- Oh good King! (address)



Adjectives: strong and weak

* Strong:
- gode cyningas (first word 1n phrase)
- Se cyning 1s god (separated from phrase)
- An god cyning (preceded by ‘indefinite’ an)
- God! (only word 1n phrase)
- Hweaet 1s god? (separated from phrase)

- Hwet 1s god willa butan godnys?  (first word 1n phrase)

* Weak:
- Se goda cyning (preceded by demonstrative pr.)
- Min goda cyning (preceded by possessive adjective)

- bara Seaxna goda cyning (preceded by a genitive constr.)
- La goda cyning! (address)



Adjectives: strong and weak

Always strong:
* Possessive adjectives (min, his, éower):

Gyt ne com min tid; éower tid is symble gearu
* Oder (‘second, other’):

Ic gehyre minne ooerne hlaford

Always weak:

* Comparatives:
Hige sceal pé heardra

* Ordinal numerals other than oder:
Mceg wees his agen pridda and hé feoroa sylf



Nom. tila tile tile tilan
Acc. tilan tile tilan tilan
Gen. tilan tilan tilan tilra

Dat. tilan tilan tilan tilum




Nom. tila tile tile tilan

Acc. tilan tile tilan tilan

Gen. tilan tilan tilan

Dat. tilan tilan tilan tilum

nama sunne naman
Acc. naman cage sunnan naman
Gen. naman €agan sunnan namena
Dat.  naman €agan sunnan namum




Nom. t1l t1l tilu
Acc. tilne t1l tile
Gen. tiles tiles tilre
Dat. tilum tilum tilre
Inst. tile

Nom. tile tilu
Acc. tile tilu
Gen. tilra tilra tilra

Dat. tilum tilum tilum




Nom. t1l t1l tilu
Acc. tilne t1l tile
Gen. tiles tiles tilre
Dat. tilum tilum tilre
Inst. tile

Nom. tile tilu
Acc. tile tilu
Gen. tilra tilra tilra

Dat. tilum tilum tilum




Stem changes in adjectives

* A medial vowel is sometimes dropped before an ending
beginning in a vowel, especially in long-stemmed
dissyllables (halig > halge, but haligne)

* Final /i is usually dropped before an ending
(heah > heane > heas > heam > héa)

* Final e is usually dropped before an ending
(blide > blione > blides > blioum > blide, cft. ende)



Nom.  glad glaed gladu
Acc. gledne glaed glade
Gen.  glades glades glaedre
Dat. gladum  gladum gladre
Inst. glade glade

glade gladu glade

Acc. glade gladu glade
Gen. gladra gledra gledra

Dat. gladum  gladum  gladum



Nom.  gearo gearo gearo
Acc. gearone gearo gearwe
Gen. gearwes  gearwes — gearore
Dat. gearwum gearwum  gearore

gearwe gearwe

om. £Carwe gearu £Carwe

Acc. gearwe gearu gearwe
Gen.  gearora gearora gearora
Dat. gearwum gearwum gearwum




blindra
hweaetra

haligra

ieldra
gingra
hierra
lengra
scyrtra

blindost
hwatost
halgost
ieldest
gingest
hiehst
lengest

scyrtest



betra
sélra

wilersa

mara

l&essa



Comparison

e Hie gesetton tictator, pat hé sceolde bion hierra ofer pa
consulas.

e BEo ge underdiodde €owrum ieldrum magum.

* Scippie h&fdon maran monmenie, and self hwatran w&ron.

e bis is landa betst.



Nom.

Acc.
Gen.
Dat.

Acc.
Gen.
Dat.

_ /-]
-/ ne/ne
es/es/es
e/um/um

e/yl/e

um / um

-/t/ -
-/t/ -
es/es/es
e/um/um
e/y/e

a/ra
um / um

u/~/u

a/~/e
e/re/re
e/re/re

aore/eora
aore/e
a/ra

um / um




Strong declension patterns

e baxs cyninges

» o0des hlafes

e J&re peode

» xlcere glefe

e bissum cymnge
h€aum cyninge
h€aum cyningum
pam giefum
pisra hlafa

godra manna




Pronominal ambiguity

Masc. sg Neut. sg Fem. sg Plural

Nom. he hit heéo hie
Acc. hine hit hie hie
Gen. his his hire hira
Dat. him him hire him

» ba sendon Romane &rendracan to him.

* Pa andwyrde se Wisdom him.

e He nat hwat him toweard bid.

e Oft him gebyred dat hie weordad bereafod.

» He forspilde hie purh forligre.

e ba hét se cyning hie sittan, and hie swa dydon.

e Hie him on dzt nebb sp&ton, fordon de h€ nyle giefan dat him
God geaf.



What case, number?

e bxs fxtes

e bam monigum giefum
e o0dra manna

* b&m werode

e s€o halge lar

e by miclan stane

e miclum menn

e strange worde



What case, number?

e héaum Gode

e b&re sweostor

* bone gladan mann
* ba niwan lare

e t1lra modra

e tile modra

e ba tilan modra

e b&m werode
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