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Verb classes

* Strong: form their preterites and past participles using

vowel gradation:
singan > sang > SUngon > Sungen

* Weak: form their preterites and past participles by adding

a dental suffix d/t;
[ceran > [cerde > lcerdon > lcered

* Anomalous: do not answer to these categories, or
combine them

All verb classes commonly prefix the past ptc. with ge-
gesungen, gelcered



Conjugation

* Person: first, second, third

* Number: singular, plural

* Tense: present, preterite

* Mood: indicative, subjunctive, imperative



Conjugation

e Person: first, second, third

* Number: singular, plural

* Tense: present, preterite

* Mood: indicative, subjunctive, imperative

1c fremme we fremmad
pu fremest g€ fremmad
he fremed hie fremmad

Ct. early Modern English ‘I do, thou dost, he doth’



Conjugation

e Person: first, second, third

* Number: singular, plural

* Tense: present, preterite

* Mood: indicative, subjunctive, imperative

1c fremme we fremmad

pu fremest g€ fremmpad

hé fremed hie fremmad



Conjugation

e Person: first, second, third

* Number: singular, plural

* Tense: present, preterite

* Mood: indicative, subjunctive, imperative

ic fremme we fremmad
pu fremest g€ fremmad

he fremed hie fremmad
ic fremede we fremedon
pu fremedest g€ fremedon

heé fremedg ) hie fremedon



Conjugation

e Person: first, second, third

* Number: singular, plural

* Tense: present, preterite

* Mood: indicative, subjunctive, imperative

1C sInge w€ singad
pu singest g€ singao

he singed hie singad
1Cc sang W€ sungon
bii sungde ) g€ sungon

h€ sang hie sungon



Tense

* OE present : MnE present, future (simple/continuous)

* OE preterite: MnE past, present perfect, past perfect
(simple/continuous)

* resolved tenses: habban/beon/modal + participle/infinitive

- 1¢ fremme

- 1¢ fremede

- ic ha&bbe gefremed

- ic haefde gefremed

- bt waes gefremed

- h€é sceal fremman

- 18 fela to fremmenne



Conjugation

e Person: first, second, third

* Number: singular, plural

* Tense: present, preterite

* Mood: indicative, subjunctive, imperative

- Heo fremep pat

- Ic wille, pat héo fremme pat (cf. ‘that she do that’)
- Ic wille, pat wé fremmen pat

- Ic wolde, pat heo fremede paet

- Ic wolde, pat we fremeden paet

- Freme pat!

- Fremmap pet!




Voice

* NB: no inflectional passive, and hence no voice.
Passivity can still be expressed:

- through beon or weordan + past participle:

He weard acenned
Se casere was ofslagen

- through impersonal man with an active verb:
Man brohte his héafod on anum disce
Man gehalgode tweégen biscopas

(cf. German man and, more distantly, MnE one)
- NB the verb hatan can be used as a true passive verb:

Saga hwat 1c hatte

(¢f. Sum consul Boetius was haten, formed with beon)



beon
e originally three verbs: beon, *es-, wesan

* two common conjugations of the present: eom, béo
present ind. I present ind. 2  present subj. I present subj. 2

1c eom 1c beo IC sie 1c b€o

pu eart pu bist w¢e sien w¢ beon

he 1s he bip

we sind w€ beéop

preterite ind.  preterite subj. imperative I imperative 2
1C Wa&s 1C wW&re wes béo

pu ware we w&ren wesap beop

heé wes

WE wWa&ron
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