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Adverbs

* An adverb is a word modifying a verb, adjective, or other

adverb.

e Adverbs divide into:
- adverbs of time
- adverbs of place

- adverbs of manner
- other adverbs

now, then, tomorrow, forever)

(

(here, there, widely)

(firmly, comfortably, fast, easily)
(

also, additionally)



Adverb formation in Modern English

* adjective + -ly: - easy > easily
- scarce > scarcely
- recent > recently
* noun + -wise: - length > lengthwise
- clock > clockwise
* unmarked: - fast
- hard
- yesterday
- there
- also



Adverb formation in Old English

* adjective + -¢: - lang (long) > lange (for a long time)
- gearu (ready) > gearwe (readily)
- niwe (new) > niwe (newly, recently)
- lede (easy) > eade (easily)
* word + -lice: - adjective: heard (hard) > heardlice
(severely; ct. hearde)

- noun: ar (honour) > arlice (honourably)
- adverb: cr (early) > cerlice (early)
* word + -inga/unga: - adjective: ealle (all) > eallunga (entirely)
- noun: ierre (anger) > ierringa (angrily)
simple stems: - oft (often)
- wel (well)
- eac (also)



Adverb formation in Old English

* word in acc.: - adjective: efen (equal) > efen (equally)
- noun: awiht (anything) > awiht (at all)

* adjective in gen.: - ealle (all) > ealles (entirely)

e word in dat. sg.: - nied (necessity) > niede (necessarily)

* word in dat. pl.: - Awil (a while) > Awilum (sometimes)

* with prep.: - tomiddes (prep. + gen., amidst)

- togeedere (prep. + adv., together)
- widutan (prep. + adv., outside)
- ymbitan (prep. + adv., around)
- begeondan (prep. + adv., beyond)



Adverb or adjective?

* An adjective typically occurs close to a noun:
- immediately preceding a noun:
se tila cyning
- closely following a noun:
Crist namode Abel rihtwisne
waldend pone godan

* Adverbs will often appear adjacent to the verb or adjective they
modify, but esp. with verbs they can move more freely, e.g.:
- adjacent to the verb that 1s modified:
hé hearde feoll |
- adjacent to subject/object, modifying a clause-final verb:
hie hreedlice for meegenleaste swulton




Adverb comparison

* -01, -0St (adj ): - gearwe > gearwor > gearwost
* w/i-mutation: - feorr > fierr > firrest
- neah > nyr/néar > niehst
* -mest (adv.): - inne > innerra > innemest
- §10 > sidra > sidemest/sidest
- nord > norderra > noromest
* multiroot: - wel > bet > betst
- micle > ma > mdest



Example sentences
* Be pissum O0inge g€ habbad oft gehyred.

 Unriht weaxed ealles to wide.

e Neron cwap, “Gang me near hider, and sege me hwat pu
pence.”

e [0hannes fulluht Owoh pone mannan widutan, and nan ding
widinnan.

e [c giestron was géong acenned.
* Pes 1s min I€ofa sunu pe me wel licad.

 Hwilum Brettas, hwilum eft Seaxan sige geslogon.



Numeral declension

* Cardinals: only an, twegen, prie are typically declined.
They decline as strong or weak adjectives, depending on
context, but in the plural the difference only shows in
nominative and accusative. When an is weak, it means
‘alone’ rather than ‘one’

- Hie sind an god, on anre godcundnesse and on anum
gecynde.

- He hafde twegene sunu, Ermenreéd and Ercenberht.
- Her com Port on Brytene and his tw€gan sunan.
- Nis na gedafenlic pat pes man ana béo.
Ordinals: always decline as weak adjectives, except oder,
which is always strong
- On pam fift€opan geare com Godes word ofer Iohannem.



Ordinal formation

An ordinal is formed by adding -ta or -da to the cardinal
stem. That stem usually ends in -0, whether by removing
the -n of the “teen’-morpheme or by adding an o to the “ty’-
element. An, twegen, prie have slightly different ordinals.

1 an forma, fyrst(a)
2 twégen zefter(ra), ooer
3  brie pridda

4  feower feorda

11 endleofan  endlyfta

12 twellf twelfta

13 preotine préoteoda

30 pritig pritigoda



Strong numeral declension

Masc  Neut Fem Masc  Neut Fem
Nom an an ane twégen twa twa
Acc anne an ane twégen twa twa
Gen anes anes anre twegra twegra twegra
Dat anum  anum  anre twem twe&m tw&m
Inst ane ane
Nom prie préo préo ooer ooer ooru
Acc  prie preo preo oderne oder o0ru
Gen pr€ora préora préora 00res  oO0res  oo(er)re
Dat prim prim prim O0rum o0O0rum od(er)re
Inst oore o0re
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