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Prepositions in Modern English

* express the relationship of one thing/process to another

* govern a nominal phrase (nouns, articles, pronouns,
and/or adjectives)

* most commonly occur immediately before the governed
phrase

* spatial: in(to), on(to), by, to, under, between,
before, from
temporal: before, during, while, after

abstract/other: for, of, with, regarding, concerning

(many can be used in more than one sense, e.g. before,
from, t0)



Prepositions with "fixed’ case

accusative
geond ‘throughout’

geondan ‘beyond’
00 ‘up to, until’
purh ‘through, during’

ymb ‘by, concerning’

genitive
andlang ‘along’

dative
efter ‘after, acc. to’

&r ‘before’

be ‘by, concerning’

€ac ‘besides’

for ‘before, 1n place of”
fram ‘from, by’

mid ‘with, by means of’
of ‘from, of”

togeanes ‘towards’



Prepositions with ‘fixed” case
e On pbysum g€are was se mycla hungar geond Angelcynn.

e Josue 0a fl€ah andlang 0&s wéstenes.

e Pa com oder deg, leoht efter peostrum.

* Pa com Willelm eorl fram geondan s&.

e Hie beod alysede &r pam mycclum dome.

e Se sealmwyrhta Dauid sang be Criste.

e [ eoht was &rest purh drihtnes word daeg genemned.

e Crist mid drium fotwylmum ofer ypum €ode.




Motion-dependent prepositions

If there is a sense of motion towards, to the extent that a
boundary is crossed, these take the accusative; if not, they
take the dative (cf. Latin, German, etc.).



Motion-dependent prepositions

dative accusative
&t ‘at, from’ ‘until, up to’
beforan ‘before’ ‘to a point ahead’
binnan ‘inside, within’ ‘to within, inwards’
bufan ‘above’ ‘upwards’
in ‘in, inside’ ‘into’
Innan ‘in, inside, from within’ ‘into’
ofer ‘above, upon’ - ‘over, across’
on ‘in, on’ ‘into, onto’
ongean ‘opposite, towards, ‘towards, against
against’ (motion)’

under ‘under, below’ ‘to below’



Motion-dependent prepositions

» Bidde €ac gdodra manna bletsunge, and @&t halgum reliquium his
h&le gesece.

e ...calle unrihtwisnessa pa ic gefremde fram geogude minre &t
dysne andwerdan dag.

* bii wre mid Iosepe in Agyptolande.

 [ohannes €ode 1n pone cafertun.

e S&s up stigon ofer stedweallas.

e On eordlicere cyrcan 110 stan ofer stane.

e [c com hider on dome on pisne middaneard.




‘Ambivalent’ prepositions
accusative/dative acc./gen./dat.

betweox ‘between, among’ wi0 ‘towards, against’

butan ‘outside, except, without’

In practice, you will encounter almost every preposition
governing more than one case.



Postpositions

e Pa cwa0 se h&lend him to: ...

 Hwylce pat 1c on p&m medmestan gedohte gesyngode, ealle 0a
wa&ron 0xr on awritene. (cf. MnE thereon)
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