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Writing in the British Isles

* Romans, 43 CE-410 CE

* runes, C5—C11

* C5 Irish monastic culture

* Gildas, early C6

* c. 600 Anglo-Saxon monastic culture



Anglo-5axon runes
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"need" "ice" year "yew" game "elk-sedge" ‘"sun" "Tyr" "birch"
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"bow "earth" "serpent" "chalice" ‘spear" "fire" "stone"


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Anglosaxonrunes.svg
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Manuscripts of Old English

See N.R. Ker, Catalogue of Manuscripts Containing Anglo-
Saxon, Oxtord 1957

* “Four great codices” of Old English poetry:
- Junius 11 (Oxtord, Bodley, Junius XI)
- Exeter Book (Exeter, Cathedral Library 3501)
- Vercelli Book (Vercelli, Cathedral Library, CXVII)
- Nowell Codex (London, BL, Cotton Vitellius A. xv)
* numerous prose codices
- Lindistfarne Gospels (London, BL, Cotton Nero D. iv)
- Blickling Homilies (Princeton, PUL, Scheide Coll. 71)
- etc.
* fragments
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Lindisfarne Gospels (f. 27r)



Junius 11

[link to online images of Junius 11]


http://image.ox.ac.uk/show?collection=bodleian&manuscript=msjunius11

Reading Old English manuscripts

* script: Anglo-Saxon minuscule
* punctuation: inconsistent
* note the following letter-forms:

"5'8

= ]"l ’r’

{1

- p ‘W’ (not to be confused with p or p)
* note the following abbreviations:

- J’and’

- ‘paet’ or ‘ponne’

- ba ‘pam’, manni ‘mannum’, etc.
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