
  

 

Manuscripts &
Written Culture

ENG240Y Old English / Fri 29 Oct 2010

http://oe.langeslag.org/


  

Writing in the British Isles
● Romans, 43 CE–410 CE
● runes, C5–C11
● C5 Irish monastic culture
● Gildas, early C6
● c. 600 Anglo-Saxon monastic culture



  

Anglo-Saxon runes

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Anglosaxonrunes.svg


  

hrones ban fisc flodu ahof on fergenberig

warþ ga[:]sric grorn þær he on greut giswom



  

    oþlæ unneg Romwalus and Reumwalus twoegen gibroðær

a fœddæ hiæ wylif in Romæcæstri



  

her hos sitæþ on hærmberge agl[:] drigiþ swa hiræ

Erta gisgraf sarden sorga and sefa torna



  



  



  



  



  

Manuscripts of Old English
See N.R. Ker, Catalogue of Manuscripts Containing Anglo-
Saxon, Oxford 1957

● “Four great codices” of Old English poetry:
- Junius 11 (Oxford, Bodley, Junius XI)
- Exeter Book (Exeter, Cathedral Library 3501)
- Vercelli Book (Vercelli, Cathedral Library, CXVII)
- Nowell Codex (London, BL, Cotton Vitellius A. xv)

● numerous prose codices
- Lindisfarne Gospels (London, BL, Cotton Nero D. iv)
- Blickling Homilies (Princeton, PUL, Scheide Coll. 71)
- etc.

● fragments



  

Lindisfarne Gospels (f. 27r)



  

Junius 11

[link to online images of Junius 11]

http://image.ox.ac.uk/show?collection=bodleian&manuscript=msjunius11


  

Reading Old English manuscripts
● script: Anglo-Saxon minuscule
● punctuation: inconsistent
● note the following letter-forms:

-  ‘g’
-  ’r’
- ſ,  ‘s’
- ƿ ‘w’ (not to be confused with p or þ)

● note the following abbreviations:
-  ‘and’
-  ‘þæt’ or ‘þonne’
- þā ‘þām’, mannū ‘mannum’, etc.
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